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Dear Children,

been forgotten in the rush towards modernisation. It is good to move
ahead but it is equally important to look back and appreciate the
various legacies that our ancestors have left us.
It was this very thought that inspired
Maling Gombu to revive the 1,000-year-

O ur country is full of ancient knowledge and wisdom, a lot of which has

SN old art of making paper, not from trees,
: : but from the bark of a shrub called
e T \%\ Shugu Sheng.

In the third volume of our Mann Ki
Baat comic series, you will learn about
this amazing man from Arunachal
Pradesh, who has given new life to the
planet-friendly paper made by the tribe
he belongs to - the Monpa tribe.

Have you ever heard of a water
ambulance? Well, read the story of
Tariq Ahmad Patloo who ran a water
ambulance service on the beautiful Dal
Y Lake in Srinagar, Kashmir. And that
B\, too, during the COVID-19 lockdown.

To step out and do
something which is
not in your comfort
zone, is not easy.
It takes courage,
determination and
the willingness to face
difficulties. But once
1 you do, you will find
extreme satisfaction
\ in thinking out of the
\ box - in doing what
; your heart tells you
to do.

My affection and my blessings
are always with you.
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MALING GOMBU |

IT WAS THE CRAFTS PERIOD IN SCHOOL AND THE CHILDREN WERE LEARNING TO MAKE PAPIER-MACHE TOYS. |

LOOK AT MY PAPER MACHE Yl T'M SLIRE [F m

[ HE WILL HAVE -
I 4 sTORY TO TELL
ABOUIT PAPER
AND PIGS.

AW! HE |15 REALLY CUTE! You
MUST SHOW IT TO NAIR SIR
PURING OUR STORY CLASS. /5

NAIR 5IR PIP NOT DISAPPOINT THEM. | NEARLY A 1,000 YEARS AGO, THE WOMEN OF [
WELL, I MAY NOT THE MONFA TRIBE WERE MAKING PAPER OUT |L
HAVE A STORY ABOLIT OF THE BARK OF THE SHUGU SHENG sHRUB. IR
PIGS BUT I SURE HAVE A /  THERE, WHAT L
STORY ABOUT A SPECIAL I HAVE MADE DO THEY \g& THEY
TYPE OF PAPER CALLED, A SHEET BIG DO WITH OLR 0\ + eeanmirul
MON SHUGU. SEE, DIDN'T ENOLIGH FOR THE [l MON SHuGU M - "= oo o0 T
RN WS ! TELL You!? MONASTERY TO PAPER? AND HANG THEM
IS HA HA HA! BUY FROM UP ON THE WALLS
: -1 B us.

OF MONASTERIES.
THEY EVEN WRITE

\  THEIR HOLY
A\ SCRIPTURES /
7 & = o e 23 ON IT.
) = - - =
2 e = - = e AR
; \ = - = T
{ N
\ / % i - i -
. SO\ . ~ >
THEY ALL SETTLED POWN EAGERLY. AFTER s
ALL, IT WAS STORYTIME FROM MANN KI BAAT. . Ny S

THE MONFA LIVED CLOSE TO THE BORPER BETWEEN INPIA, TIBET,
AND CHINA, IN WHAT

il

r

This is an artist’s representation of the
map and does not claim to be accurate.

| ! ’ Al (N
| THOUGH IN ANCIENT TIMES, THE MONFA SUPPLIED MON SHUGU TO BHUTAN,
1 ! { ' | CHINA, TIBET AND EVEN JAPAN, SLOWLY THE PEMAND FOR IT PIED...

*COMMONLY KNOWN AS PAPER MACHE — A MIX OF PAPER PULP AND GLUE
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...BUT THE CRAFT OF CREATING MON SHILGU PIP NOT PIE. A FEW FAMILIES
CONTINUED TO MAKE IT THROUGH THE CENTURIES. HOWEVER, RECENTLY —

RS /;j

.,}JN‘M §, v

=
<
~

S
S

THE MAN, LOST IN THOUGHT, WAS MALING GOMBU, A MEMBER
OF THE MONFPA TRIBE AND A LAWYER BY PROFESSION.

MON SHOGU 15
PART OF OUR HERITAGE
BUT WE WILL SOON LOSE
THE SKILL IF WE DON'T
PO SOMETHING TO
PRESERVE IT.

THE ART OF MAKING 2. THE SOFT INSIPES 3. IT |5 THEN PIPPED
MON SHUGU FOLLOWS A ARE REMOVED AND THE IN ASH WATER* BEFORE
LONG AND PAINSTAKING BARK 15 WASHED AND BEING CUT INTO SMALL
PROCESS. PRIEDV THOROUGHLY. PIECES AND BOILED.

Y. THE RESIDUE IS
PULPED AND THEN
LAIP OUT A% PAPER.

1. THE BARK 15
HARVESTED FROM THE
SHRUBS BETWEEN APRIL
AND PECEMBER, WHEN
THE PLANT DOES NOT
HAVE NEW LEAVES OR
FLOWERS.

IF THE WEATHER

15 oo, ABOUT 100
SHEETS OF FAPER CAN
BE MAPDE IN A DAY,

*WATER MIXED WITH WOOD ASH




MALING GOMBU

I AM CREATING A FORUM
WHICH I WANT YOU YOUNG
PEOPLE TO JOIN.

WHAT 3
WILL IT BE):

OR THE GOOV OF
R TRIBES ANV OUR,
TRADITIONS.

MALING CREATED THE 'YOUTH ACT/ON FOR TRIBAL WELFARE’
WHICH WAS JOINED BY MANY LIKE-MINPED PEOPLE.

HOWEVER, IT WAS PIFFICULT TO START THE PROCESS
OF CREATING MON SHUGU AT A COMMERCIAL LEVEL, |
UNTIL PRIME MINISTER NARENDPKA MOPD| APPRECIATED

T

MALING’S WORK ON MANN K| BAAT. I
il

THE MONPAS MAKE THIS PAPER
FROM THE BARK OF A PLANT NAMED
SHUGU SHENG, HENCE TREES PO
NOT HAVE TO BE CUT TO MAKE THIS
PAPER. BESIVES, NO CHEMICAL 15
USED IN MAKING IT. NOW, A LOCAL
S0OCIAL WORKER, GOMBU, HAS MADE
AN EFFORT TO REJUVENATE THIS ART
AND GIVEN EMPLOYMENT TO

HIS TRIBES-PEOPLE.

LUCKILY FOR MALING GOMBL, VINAI KUMAR
SAXENA, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE KHADI AND
VILLAGE INPUSTRIES COMMISSION, WAS

BUT SAXENA WAS NOT ONE TO GIVE UF
DESPITE ALL PROBLEMS, HE HELPED SET
UP A MANLFACTURING UNIT IN TAWANG.

EXCITED TO LEARN ABOUT MON SHIUGU.

WE NEED
TO SET UP A UNIT
TO PROVUCE THE
PAPER IN LARGER
QUANTITIES.

ARE You
HAPPY?

VERY HAPPY,
VINAI! WE ARE
SELLING 500 SHEETS
OF PAPER PER PDAY!
PID YOU KNOW THAT THE
WRITING ON THIS PAPER
CAN BE PRESERVEV IN
_\ EXCELLENT CONPITION
FOR 5,000 YEARS?

NOT EASY.
IT WAS TRIED A
LONG TIME AGO BUT
BECAUSE OF THE PIFFICULT
TERRAIN AND LACK OF

INFRASTRUCTURE, IT
DIV NOT HAPPEN.

THE GTOPY OF MON SHOGU SHOW<S THAT
WITH SOME EFFORT, THE INPIGENOUS ARTS
AND CRAFTS OF INPIA CAN BE PRESERVEL.




URGAIN PHUNTSOG

IT WAS GARPENING CLASS AT THE SARVOPDAYA VIDYALAYA AND NAIR SIR
WAS TEACHING HIS STUPENTS HOW TO WEED BETWEEN THE PLANTS.

MY BACK 15
BREAKING! THIS
WORK 15 TOO
TOUGH.

THINK OF
THE FARMERS
IN THE FIELDS
WHO 7O THIS
ALL DAY.

T’LL TELL YOU A STORY N
WHILE YOU WORK, 50 THAT
YOU PON'T FEEL TIRED. IT
15 ABOUT A FARMER WHO
GROWS WATERMELONS
AT 14,000 FEET IN
LADAKH.

IMPOSSIBLE!
THAT'S A COLD
PVESERT!

‘ﬁl

s -

LURGAIN PHUNTS0G LOST HI5 FATHER | | eFoRE LoNG — | THE YEARS PASSED BY. ||
AT THE AGE OF 12. HE GREW UP AMA, T HAVE DECIDED NOT
WITH HIS MOTHER, ELDER SISTER, TO GET MARRIED. I WILL STAY
TSERING AND YOLINGER BROTHER, AND LOOK AFTER THE LIVESTOCK.
STANZIN, IN GYA VILLAGE, LADAKH, WE SHOULD WORK TOGETHER TO

AMAX*, WHEN I GROW UR HOLP ONTO THE LANV OUR
I WILL JOIN THE IT8P" ANCESTORS LEFT US.
OR THE INPIAN NAVY. I AGREE. AMA,

YOUR HEALTH 15
MORE IMPORTANT
THAN JOINING THE
ARMY. T’LL TAKE

ACHE**,
YOUR SON URGAIN
15 BECOMING
AN EXPERT IN
PLOUGHING.

LOOK,
AMA, I HAVE
COMPLETED
THE WHOLE
FIELD.

LEARN IT ALL |
GRADUALLY.

URGAIN LEARNT THE SKILLS
s OF FARMING VERY GQUICKLY.

*MOTHER IN BHOTI, THE LANGUAGE OF LADAKH **ELDER SISTER IN BHOT!
"INDO-TIBETAN BORPER POLICE 6




URGAIN PHUNTSOG

MANY YEARS FPASSED BY. IN 2010, URGAIN ATTENPED A 10-PAY EXPOSURE TOUR ORGANISED BY THE LOCAL
AGRICULTURE PEFPARTMENT IN COLLABORATION WITH THE HORTICULTURE PEPARTMENT, IN SRINAGAR, KASHMIR. B

THIS TOUR 15 [
TEACHING ME 50 MANY \

NOVEL METHODS OF
FARMING. LOOK HOW
THEY ARE CULTIVATING
CROP5S USING A
GREENHOUSE*.

WHEN LURGAIN GOT BACK HOME — |2n
I WILL ENSURE THAT
A WIDE VARIETY OF
F'a_;.'.;, CROPS GROW HERE —
[\ CALLIFLOWER, CABBAGE, HUMAN BEINGS TO
[ @\ QUINOA, CORN, FENNEL F ) SURVIVE HERE.
S SEEDS, GARLIC.... Ny =

BUT BROTHER,

THIS 15 14,000 FEET
ABOVE SEA LEVEL. IT £
15 DIFFICULT FOR EVEN [/

: ORGANIC
e e =7  MANLIRE AND
= NI =3 THE GREENHOUSE

E S ™\ TECHNIQUE WILL HELR

-
2 i -l

URGAIN'S YOUNGER BROTHER, STANZIN PORJIAI, HAD BECOME A POCUMENTARY FILMMAKER.
HE WAS SHOOTING A POCUMENTARY ON TSERING AND HER LIFE AS A SHEPHERPESS.

URGAIN THEN VISITED THE KRISHI AND THEN, HE STARTED
VIGYAN KENDRA (KVK), LEH. EXECUTING HIS
T WISH TO BUY IMPOSSIBLE VISION.

IT'%
INCREDIBLE.

AND DON'T

A FEW KILOS OF IT'5 A COLD DAY You HAVE
EARTHWORMS 50 THAT FOR ONE OF YOUR CULTIVATED | "’:/':; E“;é;%“f
| I CAN RECYCLE ALL EXPERIMENTS, BROCCOLI,
THE ANIMAL AND FARM ISN'T IT? CALILIFLOWER,

WASTE TO PRODUCE
VERMICOMPOST".

YES, THE
TEMPERATURE
HAS PIPPED TO
-30 PEGREES

GREENHOUSES, N
MLLCHING** AND

VERMICOMPOSTING
CREATED THE RIGHT
ENVIRONMENT. I ALSO
USED THE WASTE
OF ONE CROP AS
MANURE FOR THE
OTHER. NOT EASY,
BUT DEFINITELY
REWARPING.

WE ARE
MORE THAN
HAPPY TO
PROVIVE
THAT. 4

*4 STRUCTURE MAPE OF GLASS OR PLASTIC WHICH
ALLOWS CLIMATE-CONTROLLED CONPITIONS OTHER PLANT MATERIAL TO PROTECT
“AN ORGANIC FERTILISER THE S0IL FROM HEAT, COLD OR PRYNESS
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NEWS OF LURGAIN'S SLUCCESS SPREAD FAR AND WIPE. |

you
ARE GROWING
WATERMELON AT
14,000 FT! IT'S
UNBELIEVABLE!

HA HA!
IT'S RIGHT
THERE IN
FRONT OF

You.

THE INTEPNAT/ONAL JOURNAL OF CURRENT M/CI?OBIOLOGY b
AND APPLIED SCIENCES PUBLISHED A FAPER ON HIM IN ZO19.

IN 2016, HE WAS FEATURED IN HIS BROTHER STANZIN'S
POCUMENTARY, ‘THE SHEPHERPESS OF THE GLACIERS’.

THE GOVERNMENT APPRECIATED
HIS HARD WORK ANDZ HONOURED
HIM WITH THE STATE AWART.

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS LIKE BBC ANDP
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC APPLALUPED HIS WORK.

THIS FILM WON 17 NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL AWARDS.

WITH THE HELP OF HI% FAMILY, URGAIN CLULTIVATES A VARIETY
OF CROPS, MANAGES LIVESTOCK AND ALS0O RUNS A HOMESTAY.

I AM NOTHING
WITHOUT MY FAMILY —
MY SISTER, TSERING, MY
BROTHER, STANZIN AND MY
WIFE, CHAMBA. I LOVE
YOU ALL.

LIPGA/N HAS PPOVEV THAT NOTH/NG =4 /MP066/3LE FOR THOSE
WHO ARE CONSTANTLY INNOVATING AND PREAMING BIG.




SRINIVAS PADAKANDLA

TOUCH =
IT'ITLL
BREAK.

SIR,
LOOK AT WHAT
WE’VE MADE
WITH LEFTOVER
PIECES OF

IT'S AMAZING! LET
ME APD ONE MOKRE.

THAT'S QUITE
IMPRESSIVE,
CHARAN. THERE
15 THIS ARTIST
CALLED SRINIVAS
PADAKANDLA, WHO
MAKES AMAZING
SCULPTURES
USING SCRAP
METAL. LET ME
TELL YOU HIS
STORY.

SRINIVAS GREW UP IN VIDAYAWADA,
ANPHKA PRAPESH. PURING HIS

SCHOOL PAYS — [

g r H;
AFTER PAPER i
AND CARTDBOART,
I'M NOW TRYING TO |
LSE METAL WIRES
AND WOODEN
STICKS TO MAKE

MAKING
SOMETHING
AGAIN?

OVER THE YEARS, SKINIVAS’
INTEREST IN CREATIVE ART
GREW STRONGER. [

I WANT
TO STUDY
FINE ARTS,
AMMA.

I
THINK You
HAVE FOUND

Hl\ Your TRUE
) CALLING!

=

SRINIVAS COMPLETED HIS
BACHELOR OF ARTS PEGKEE

THROUGH THE YEARS,
SRINIVAS CONTINLUED LOOKING
FOR PISCARPED MATERIALS
TO WORK WITH. ONE DAY AT

A MECHANIC'S SHOP — b

WHAT PO
You PO WITH

THEY
END UP IN THE
JUNKYARD. A=

FROM ANDPHRA LINIVERSITY.




MANN KI BAAT VOL.3

METAL. I'M GOING

POES THIS
TO PUT IT TO

LOOK?

SRINIVAS BEGAN TO MAKE SCULPTURES :
USING SCRAP METAL, WOOD AND STONE.

HEY, THERE'S A

CREATIVE SCULPTURE
CAMP BEING ORGANISED
BY ANDVHRA UNIVERSITY,
WILL YOU....

OF
COURSE, IT
WILL BE A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY TO
SHOWCASE MY

SKILLS.

A FEW YEARS LATER —

VIJAYAWADA
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
HAS ORGANISED A

SCULPTURE CAMFE I AM
GOING TO PARTICIPATE IN
IT AND EVEN GUIPE YOUNG

ARTISTS THERE TO WELD
SCRAP METAL AND MAKE
liM

I SAW YOUR
SCULPTURES AT THE CAME IT'S
A BRILLIANT WAY TO REPURPOSE
SCRAP METAL. I WANT YouU
TO BEAUTIFY VIJAYAWADA BY
PUTTING UP SUCH SCULPTURES
THROUGHOUT THE CITY.

OF
COURSE,
SIR. I'LL BE

HONOURET.

G. VEERAFANPIAN, THE THEN MUNICIFAL
COMMISSIONER OF VIJAYAWADA.

10



SRINIVAS PADAKANDLA

SRINIVAS FORMED A TEAM OF 15 MEMBERS AND
BEGAN TO WORK. |

THESE ARE
BRILLIANT. I HAVE -
RECOMMENPED YOU TO
THE GUNTUR* MLINICIPAL
CORPOFRATION. THEY
WILL CONTACT YOouU

OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, SKRINIVAS
AND HIS TEAM PUT UP SCULPTURES IN
MANY PUBLIC PLACES IN VIJAYAWADA.

HE NOW HEADS THE FINE ARTS
DEPARTMENT IN THE COLLEGE OF
ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING,
ACHARYA NAGARIULUNA LUNIVERSITY,
GUNTUR, ANZ CONPUCTS SCULPTURE
CAMPS ALL OVER THE COLNTRY.

IT GIVES ME
IMMENSE
SATISFACTION
WHEN STUDENTS
AND OTHERS
GET INSPIRED
BY My
ECO-FRIENDLY
MOVELS,

AS CLIMATE
CHANGE 15 A
SERIOUS 155UE

THREATENING
MANKIND
TOPAY.

OVER THE YEARS, SKINIVAS COLLABOKATED WITH
PIFFERENT MUNICIFAL CORFPORATIONS AND HIS WORKS
WERE EXHIBITED IN PUBLIC FARKS IN GLUNTUR, MADURAI,
TIRUNELVELI, KURNOOL AND MANY OTHER CITIES.

y ]

Swsmsp R

Frrasihmls

HE HOPES THAT OTHERS, TOO,
COME UP WITH INNOVATIVE WAYS
TO REUSE AND RECYCLE WASTE.

*ANOTHER CITY IN ANPHRA PRAPESH
11



BHAGYASHREE SAHU

IT WAS THE LAST PERIOD OF THE DAY, AND THE STUPENTS WERE WAITING FOR NAIR SIR.

]
WHAT ] !
ARE You
DOING?
- .
'y L4
NOTHING -
g MLCH. V aal~
=3
e _-.lr‘-’
‘ _'-T.'@a'._b
P
74 5 O L

SIR,
PARUL |15 THAT’S CALLED
SCRIBBLING _— DOOPLING, CHARAN,
IN HER AND LIKE MOST ART FORMS,
NOTEBOOK, IT CAN BE VERY RELAXING. FOR
TOPAY'S MANN Kl BAAT STORY,

I'M GOING TO TELL YOU ABOUT
BHAGYASHREE, A STUPENT WHO
.- 7\ PISCOVERED THE JOY OF ART
/ THROUGH A FORM CALLED ‘
RN PATTACHITRAX*.

\G

BHAGYASHREE,
LOOK AT THIS
BEAUTIFUL ART
BY THE ARTISTS OF
RAGHURAJIPUR**. IT'5
CALLED PATTACHITRA,
A TRADITIONAL ART

IN THE WOMEN'S HOSTEL OF AN
ENGINEERING COLLEGE IN PHENKANAL,
OPI5HA, BHAGYASHREE, AN MTECH"
STUPENT, WAS BUSY STUPYING.

HOW
PRETTY THESE
IMAGES ARE!
I WOULP LOVE
TO LEARN HOW
TO PO THIS

STUDYING
ALL DAY MAKES V\"HY
ME FEEL 50 TIRED. \|| § PON'T YoOU
I WISH T COULD DO TRY DOODLING OR

SOMETHING THAT SKETCHING? You STYLE FROM MYSELFE
REFRESHES ALWAYS TALK ABOUT OUR STATE.
HOW mMUCH
YOouU LOVE
ART.
— —
< SN
;J N
by —1
e

THUS BEGAN BHAGYASHREE'S SELF-TALUGHT ART JOLRNEY.

*¥SCROLL PAINTING PONE ON CLOTH USING NATURAL COLOURS **¥4 VILLAGE OF PATTACHITRA ARTISTS
"MASTER OF TECHNOLOGY IN PURI PISTRICT, OPISHA




BHAGYASHREE SAHU

A FEW MONTHS LATER —

YOU REALLY
SHOULD THINK
OF SELLING THEM!
THEY ARE 50
BEAUTIFUL.

CAN
YOU MAKE
ME ONE ON
CANVAS? T WILL

SURE, I
WILL MAKE ONE

FOR YOU, BUT
CANVAS?

BHAGYASHREE HAD AN IDEA. SHE TOOK HER BHAGYASHREE'S FAINTED STONES SOON BECAME VERY
FRIENDS TO THE RIVER BRAHMANI THAT FLOWED POPULAR. T
THROUGH PHENKANAL.

WOW,
I CAN PAINT GREAT THESE ARE ot Tam
ey ARE ROINDED, | (cotrs Be tx A GELEVE You | || ENJOYING GiViNG
» || couLp BE EVEN
PAINTED THESE STONES

\ SMOOTH AND JUST

BETTER THAN

A NEW LIFE.

THE RIGHT THIS.

PURING THE FPANPEMIC, WHILE STUCK AT
HOME, BHAGYASHREE BEGAN COLLECTING
EMPTY BOTTLES, TINS AND BULBS. SOME
DAYS LATER — I

YOU RECOGNISE
THESE BOTTLES
AND BULBS?

MA, DO WELL DVONE!
YOUW'RE NOT JusT
AN ARTIST, YOU'RE
ALS0 HELPING THE

ENVIRONMENT. /| &

LIKE BHAGYASHREE, MAYBE WE CAN ALL APD COLOUR TO
OUR LIVES AND THE WORLD AROUND US THROUGH ART.

13




RAM LOTAN KUSHWAHA

S RO % THIS IS5 A HERBAL DRINK
' ; ' A MADE WITH TULSI, GINGER,
' TURMERIC AND PEPPER. WE

TEACHERS THOUGHT THIS
WOULD BE A GOOD WAY TO
BOOST YOUR IMMUINITY.

IT TASTES A LITTLE WEIRD
BUT I'LL SWALLOW IT IF
IT MAKES ME HEALTHIER.
CAN HERBS REALLY
CURE OR PREVENT
ILLNESSES?

LET ME TELL
YOouU ABOUT A MAN
CALLEV RAM LOTAN

KUSHWAHA, WHO NOT

ONLY TREATS PEOPLE

WITH HERBS BUT HAS

ALSO BUILT A MUSELM IN

HIS HOUSE TO PRESERVE

OVER 250 SPECIES OF

LOOK HERE,
SON. THIS HERB,
WHEN GROUND WITH
MILK AND APPLIED ON
A CUT, CAN HEAL IT
COMPLETELY.

IT CALLED,
PITATI*?

*FATHER




RAM LOTAN KUSHWAHA

STITCHES UP
THE WOLIND
AND HEALS

AND RAM LOTAN'S SON WAS RIGHT
USED SINCE ANCIENT TIMES TO JOIN AND HEAL EVEN PEEFP CUTS MAPE BY A SWORT.

IN 2016, RAM LOTAN WAS PART OF A
B5-MEMBER TEAM TO TOUR HO DISTRICTS FeprW

I LEARNT O vl | wirH THE sTaTE BloDIVERSITY BoARE,
EVERYTHING FROM \o= D€ THERE R -
YOUR GRANDFATHER ARE 50 many EEEE

AND YOUR GREAT-
GRANPFATHER. BOTH
OF THEM KNEW

LOCAL SEEDS
THAT MUST BE
PROTECTET.

MUST TEACH
ME EVERYTHING
YOU KNOW.

TEACH YOU AND
YOUR LITTLE
BROTHER.

JAGGI, I HAVE

UNDERSTOOVD THE
CORRECT WAY IN
WHICH SEEDS AND
FRUITS CAN BE
PRESERVET.

HOPE IT BRINGS
Us SOME EXTRA
MONEY FOR THE
HOUSE!

WITH A LARGE FAMILY TO LOOK AFTER, JAGGI WAS NOT FINDING IT EASY TO RUN THE HOUSE.

15
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BHAI,
WHERE
CAN I FIND
THE BRAHMI
ROOT?

...TO THE SATPURA AND VINPHYA KANGES.

IN HIS QUEST TO CONSERVE HERBS AND VEGETABLES, KAM LOTAN
TRAVELLED FAR AND WIPE TO COLLECT SEEDS. FROM THE HIMALAYAS...

RAM LOTAN HAS GROWN 250 VARIETIES OF MEDICINAL PLANTS AND INPIGENOUS VEGETABLES

PEOPLE PISCOURAGED
ME SAYING THAT THE
PLANTS THAT GROW IN

THE HIMALAYAS, CANNOT

GROW HERE. BUT LOOK,

R THEY ARE GROWING /4
BEAUTIFULLY. :

ON HIS ONE-ANDP-A-HALF ACRE OF LANT. IT 15 VISITED BY SCORES OF PEOFLE.

THERE'S

HANDS, RAM

LOTAN Jl!

IN HIS HOUSE, RAM LOTAN HAS A 'DESI” MUSELM
WHICH PISPLAYS NUMEROULS VARIETIES OF
GOLRDPS AND RARE SEEDS. THIS WAS MENTIONED
BY THE PRIME MINISTER PURING AN EPISOPE OF

MANN K| BAAT.

RAM LOTAN JI'5
EFFORT MAKES US PROUD

AND AWARE OF OUR
INDIGENOUS PLANTS.

IT 1% JAGGI WHO IS THE VOICE OF CAUTION IN kKAM
LOTAN'S JOURNEY AND HE GRUDPGINGLY AGREES.

G L >
ofg :«3 iﬁl’;ﬁs S5~ IF I COULD GET HELP\
HE GETS SOME HELR 27 FENCING THE LAND, PROTECTING

HE WL NOT BE | IT FROM WILD ANIMALS AND
ABLE To CONTINUE ]  PIGGING A WELL 50 THAT my

WORKING ON PLANTS GET WATER THROUGHOUT

HIS ONN. THE YEAR, I COULD TO A LOT

o MORE TO PRESERVE OUR

Z PRICELESS SEEDS.




TARIQ AHMAD PATLOO

WHY p\
ARE SHREYAS, )

CHARAN AND
PARUL ABSENT
TODAY?

I HOPE S0 TOO. 50 MANY PEOPLE

SUFFERED BECAUSE OF A LACK OF
BEDS IN HOSPITALS. THE SITUATION
IN VILLAGES WAS EVEN WORSE.

TRUE, BUT WE

MUST NOT FORGET
THOSE WHO WENT ouT
OF THEIR WAY TO HELP
PEOPLE. LIKE, TARIQ
AHMAD PATLOO OF
KASHMIR.

ON THE BEAUTIFUL LAKES OF SRINAGAR IN KASHMIR, LIVE A GROUP OF PEOPLE CALLED -
THE HANJIS OR ‘WATER PWELLERS'. THEY LIVE AND WORK ON BOATS. TO GET TO THE LAND] L i
THEY USE A SYSTEM OF H/TCHH/I(/NG OR 'TAAR’ ON SMALLEP 30,47’6 CALLED SHIKARAS. J

IN 2020, WHEN THE covIp-19
PANDEMIC HIT THE WORLD —

é\

50 MANY OF
MY PEOPLE ARE G
DYING BECAUSE THEY
CANNOT REACH THE
HOSPITAL ON TIME.
I COULDY HAVE
PIEP TOO.

I CAN'T
TAKE YOU,
TARIQ BHAIL T
PON'T WANT TO

BREATHE. PLEASE
TAKE ME TO THE
HOSPITAL.

TARIGQ AHMAD PATLOO WAS A HOUSEBOAT
OWNER ON DAL LAKE. HE HAD coVIP BUT NO
ONE WAS READY TO FERRY HIM TO A HOSPITAL.

LUCKILY, TARIQ RECOVERELD, BUT W/TH AN
OVERWHELMING NEED TO SET THINGS RIGHT.

17
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HE SPOKE TO THE PELHI-BASED WITH SLPPORT FROM THE TRUST, TARIQ
NGO, THE SATYA REKHA TRUST. BUILT A BOAT, FITTED IT WITH EMERGENCY
ﬂ'ﬂ L} FACILITIES AND ATTACHED A SIREN.

T = =23 MY WATER
- e AMBULANCE! IT
HAS A BET, OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS,
CYLINDERS, MASKS,
SANITISER, PPE
KITS, A STRETCHER,
WHEELCHAIR,
LOUDSPEAKER AND
AN EMERGENCY
KIT. o

I WANT TO -
START AN AMBLILANCE
SERVICE ON DAL LAKE
50 THAT NO ONE

SUFFERS THE
WAY I DI,

HE AlLSO APPED A FIREFIGHTING PEVICE
AND TOOLS TO HELP SINKING HOLUSEBOATS.

PON'T

WORRY. You
WILL BE FINE.
WE'RE TAKING
YOou TO THE
HOSPITAL.

HE AL50 COORPINATED WITH HOSPITAL AMBLLANCES SO THAT THEY WOULD BE WAITING
FOR HIM AT THE SHORE. ALL HIS SERVICES WERE, AND CONTINUE TO BE, FREE.

TARIQ® IS CALLED FOR ANY EMERGENCY ON IN JUNE, 2021, PM MODI MENTIONED HIM

THE LAKE. HE I5 ASSISTED IN HIS WORK ON MANN KI BAAT. TARIQ HAS A REQULIEST.

BY HIS 10-YEAR-OLD DALUGHTER, JANNAT, TO T am
PREAD AWAR ABOUT CLEANLI .

SPREAD AWARENESS ABOUT CLEANLINESS., St

ATTENTION. “ I CAN, BUT I NEED A
RED BOAT! DAL ‘q.s"'m;""fi HELPLINE NUMBER AND A
LAKE |15 OUR HOME. | | POCTOR OR A PARAMEDIC

WHO WILL ATTEND TO
PATIENTS IN mY
AMBULANCE.

=

PLEASE PICK UP
\ THAT BOTTLE You
=N\ THREW.

) el —
s =

1

TWICE A WEEK, FATHER AND
DALUGHTER ROW OUT ON THE LAKE
AND COLLECT ALL THE GARBAGE.

CITIZEN INITIATIVES LIKE THIS MUST BE SULUPPORTED
BY THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE ALIKE.

18



THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

15 GETTING A NEW
COLLECTION OF
STORYBOOKS. You
CAN READ LOTS
OF STORIES

NOW.

SANJAY KACHCHAP

I HEARD THAT |

THAT'S AMAZING!
MY COUSIN, PINKY,
WHO LIVES IN THE
VILLAGE, POES NOT EVEN
HAVE A LIBRARY IN

MAYBE
THERE ARE
NO LIBRARIES
IN VILLAGES.

IT'S TRUE
THAT SOME VILLAGES
PO NOT HAVE LIBRARIES
BUT MANY OTHERS PO.
TODAY'S MANN KI BAAT
STORY 15 ABOUT A MAN
A CALLED SANJAY KACHCHAR
THE LIBRARY MAN OF
JHARKHANT.

SANJAY KACHCHAR A STATE
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE, HADV BEEN
RECENTLY POSTED TO A REMOTE

VILLAGE IN JHARKHANZ. ONE EVENING,
ON HIS WAY HOME FROM WORK —

bl 15 more
£/ MINUTES. T
HAVEN'T FINISHED
READING THE
BOOK YET. _

CAN'T WAIT
THAT LONG.
YOU'VE HAD IT

WE HAVE
ONLY ONE COPY OF
THE HISTORY BOOK. WE
ARE BOTH STUPYING THE
\\ GUPTA EMPIRE. | NEEV

i THE BOOK TOO.

WHERE
CAN I MEET

WE HAVE \ ‘
A COMMUNITY !

THE ELPVERS
OF THE CENTRE WHERE
VILLAGE? THEY MEET EVERY

MORNING TO

19
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THE NEXT DAY — I

HI, I'm
SANJAY FROM
PULHATU* VILLAGE.

I OPENED A LIBRARY
IN OUR VILLAGE IN 2018,
AND IT HAS BEEN REALLY
SUCCESSFUL. ALL WE
NEED |15 SOME BOOKS
AND SHELVES TO
SET UP ONE

THAT'S A
GOOV IDEA! WE
COULD HAVE IT
HERE, IN THE
COMMUNITY
CENTRE! (|

ARE SOME
BOOKS. THEY
BELONGED

THIS
15 GREAT.
THANKS 50

IN A FEW DAYS, MANY STUPENTS

BEGAN TO FLOCK TO THE LIBRARY.

AND ON
ROCKETS, MY
) FAVOLIRITE

)/ REMEMBER
us, 5IR? WE .
LIBRARY 15 N
WERE THE ONES GREAT BUT CAN

WHO WERE WE READ THE SAME
\ FIGHTING FOR |\ gooKk AT THE SAME J
THE BOOK TIME WITHOUT
SHARING? _
o WILL THINK OF
S0ME WAY TO

MAKE THAT 4

You ARE
GOOV WITH
COMPUTERS,
RIGHT? CAN YOU
HELP ME SET
upP A PIGITAL

LET'S DO IT.
THIS WILL HELP
STUPENTS IN MY

VILLAGE AND

OTHER
VILLAGES

SOON EVERYONE HADU ACCESS

TO BOOKS AT THE SAME TIME.

DISTRICT, THARKHAND 20



SANJAY KACHCHAP

WE
PON'T HAVE A
PROPER SCHOOL
FOR OUR KIDS. HOW

CHILV PESERVES
| THE CHANCE TO LEARN,
EVEN WITHOUT A

SCHOOL.

GOING TO HELP

OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS, SANJAY STARTED LIBRARIES IN OVEP HO VILLAGES
AND SOON CAME TO BE KNOWN AS THE ‘LIBRARY MAN OF JHARKHAND". )

SANJAY WAS DETERMINED TO PO MORE FOR THE
STUPENTS. ONE DAY, WHEN HI5 FRIENDS VISITED
HIM AT A VILLAGE LIBRARY —

I WANT
THESE CHILPREN
TO GET A CHANCE TO
WRITE COMPETITIVE
EXAMS.

I NEEVD
TO STUDY FOR
THE CIVIL $ERVICE
EXAMS, BUT I DON'T

ABLE TO AFFORD A
. THE BOOKS.

THE V/LLAEEP PIRECTED HIM TOWARDPS
SANJAY’S CAR, WHICH HAD BEEN
CONVERTED INTO A MOBILE LIBRARY.

CROWPFUNPING HELPEV EQUIP 25 LIBRARIES WITH
COMPUTERS AND BOOKS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION.

I CANNOT
BELIEVE THIS!

HOW AmM I EVER
GOING TO REPAY ‘
you?

X PROMISE TO
I WILL. PAY IT FORWART.
THANK You, TEACH YOUR

MR LIBRARY A JUNIORS IN
MAN! YOUR FREE

SANJAY HOPES THAT ONE DAY, EVERY CHILY, REGARPLESS
OF THEIR BACKGROUNE, WILL HAVE ACCESS TO GOOD BOOKS.

*RAISING MONEY FROM A LARGE NLUMBER OF
PEOPLE WITH THE HELP OF THE INTERNET 21



HARISHCHANDRA SINGH

JUST THEN, NAIR SIR ENTERED THE CLASS.

WHAT'S A A SUPERFOOUD |15 FOOP RICH IN
SUPERFOOUD, J[ NUTRIENTS. THERE’S A MANN KI BAAT
SIR? STORY ABOUT A SUPERFOOV CALLED
CHIA ANV A FARMER FROM UTTAR
PRAVESH WHO CULTIVATED IT.

I CAN'T WAIT
FOR RECESS. T

HAVE BROUGHT
PARATHAS WITH MY MAKES A YUMMY AMLA

JUICE. SHE SAYS IT
*

FAV%Z(PPIJ\'S;‘\;X\LA CAN CURE COLDV ANV
’ COUGH A5 IT 15 A
SUPERFOOV.

MY MOTHER

WHAT'S A
SUPERFOOD?,

IT WAS 2015 AND HARISHCHANDRA
SINGH HAD JUST RETIRED A% A
COLONEL FROM THE INPIAN ARMY.

SOON, HARISHCHANDKA BEGAN TO LOOK
FOR PLOTS OF LAND TO BUY. FINALLY —

THE S0IL
HERE 15 QUITE
FERTILE

THERE 15
AMPLE WATER
AROUND TOO. You

I WAS THINKING 'm
MAYBE IT'5 TIME .
TO FOLLOW MY
PAS5SION AND TAKE <

UP FARMING. 600V IDEA!
IT CAN BE A
600V SOURCE k
OF INCOME
TOO.

’ J HARISHCHANPKA BOUGHT FOULR ACRES OF LAND IN THE
: e AMSERUVA VILLAGE OF SIPPHAUR BLOCK IN BARABANKI**.

— 3
50, WHAT ARE
YOU GOING TO
GROW HERE?

WHEN I WAS POSTED IN
JAMMU AND KASHMIR. T
WANT TO GROW

OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS, HARISHCHANPKA GREW GPEEN
APPLE, JUJUBE OR BEKR, AND PKAGON FRUIT ON HIS FARM.

*INDIAN GOOSEBERRY **A 7/677?/07' IN UTTAR PRAPESH
"GOOSEBERRY PRESERVED IN SLUGAR SYRUP 22




HARISHCHANDRA SINGH

= =
AVE YOU HEART ‘ Eé. MY FRIEND
OF CHIA S5EEDS? IT'5 Y MAKES A DELICIOUS
\ SUPPOSED TO BE A PUDPDING WITH IT.
SUPERFOOV.

IT'S GROWN A LOT IN
CHINA ANV AMERICA. WHAT
IF WE GROW IT HERE?
THERE |5 A PEMAND
FOR IT IN OUR

NUTRITIOUS. CITIES.

WOULD BE
GREAT!

o
HE S00N PURCHASED GOOT QUALITY [t
CHIA SEEDS OVER THE INTERNET.. [t

THIS 15
FANTASTIC. I THINK
ONE ACKE CAN GIVE
A YIELV OF MORE
THAN A QUINTAL*,

THE SEEDS WILL BE
REAPY FOR HARVEST

D

SN2 S Tl Tl
_‘!\ﬂ!: e (7] =y Al

il AR U Y P';f:;l DY N 217 I Aol
HARISHCHANDPKA SOLD THE CHIA SEEDS AT THE ONLINE MARKET ﬁ'
PRICE OF RS 1,500 TO RS 2,000 PER K6 AND MAPE A GOOP PROFIT.

i) =5 = )

—

SURE. IT'S 6007 TO
TRY OUT DIFFERENT CROPS.
THE MORE WE EXPERIMENT,

THE MORE PROFIT WE MAKE,
ESPECIALLY WITH SUPERFOODS.
ALONG WITH CHIA, | PLAN TO
GROW BLACK WHEAT
AS WELL.

WE WANT TO GROW CHIA
SEEDS AS WELL. WILL
YOU HELP Us?

N\ N
HARISHCHANDRA'S EFFORT 15 NOT JUST INCREASING THE INCOME OF FARMERS
BUT 15 ALSO CONTRIBUTING TOWARDS BUILDING A SELF-RELIANT INDIA.

*ONE QUINTAL |15 EQLAL TO 100 KG6.
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1 SACHCHIDANAND BHARTI -

WHAT ARE ;
YOU DOING, I'VE BEEN TRYING TO |.|.[|

CLOSE THIS TAP FOR THE
LAST 10 MINUTES. BUT I'M
JUST NOT ABLE TO 7O IT.

WHAT SHE |15 TRYING
TO PO 15 IMPORTANT,
SUJIT. PID YOU KNOW THAT
A LEAKY TAP CAN WASTE
AROUNP 15 LITRES OF
WATER A DAY?

SHE 15
GETTING
WORRIED
ABOUT SUCH

TODAY'S MANN
Kl BAAT STORY 15
ABOUT A WATER
CONSERVATIONIST
CALLED SACHCHIPANAND
BHARTI. HIS EFFORTS
PRESERVED FORESTS
ANV ENSURED THE
PERENNIAL FLOW OF
RIVERS IN THE HILLS
OF UTTARAKHANT.

STARTED THE CHIPKO MOVEMENT* IN GOPESHWAR", UTTARAKHANE,
{58 o

IT WAS 1974. ENVIRONMENTALIST CHANDI PRASAD BHATT HAD JUST Fﬁ;,é‘%},
= N a

0 WE HAVE TO N o e
ENSURE THAT NO -

TREES ARE FELLED
AND THERE 15 ACTIVE
REFORESTATION. THE
WOMEN HAVE TO COME
FORWARD TO LEAD
THIS MOVEMENT.

SACHCHI,
LET'S LEAVE
NOW OR WE'LL
BE LATE FOR | o~ —1
COLLEGE. =

THE YOLINGSTER INSPIRED 8Y CHANDI BHATT WAS SACHCHIPANAND 8HARTI. ||

TWO YEARS LATER, SACHCHIPANAND FARTICIFATED IN A PLANTATION CAMFP | d

'\ THIS 15 SUCH _ J i
A GOOD INITIATIVE, \ o : : o
SACHCHI. THANK | " ; 2 % -
YOU FOR BRINGING y” AS MORE g

TREES GROW, IT .

ME HER

E. /

— WILL HELP PREVENT
LANDSLIDES IN
THE REGION.

p— LY

*A MOVEMENT WHERE VILLAGERS HIIGGED A TOWN IN THE CHAMOL| DISTRICT OF UTTARAKHAND
TREES IN AN ATTEMPT TO PROTECT THEM.




SACHCHIDANAND BHARTI

AFTER COMPLETING HIS HIGHER EPLUCATION THREE YEARS LATER, HE FORMED AN ORGANISATION
IN 1979, SACHCHIPANAND RETLURNED FROM CALLED THE PUPHATOLI LOK VIKAS SANSTHAN.
GOPESHWAR TO HIS VILLAGE, UFFRAINKHALX.

IT'S TIME
TO IMPLEMENT ALL

THAT I HAVE LEARNT.
AFFORESTING mY
REGION |15 THE
FIRST STER

THE TREES

WE PLANT WILL
ALS0O PROVIPE FUEL
AND FOPPVER FOR
OUR VILLAGES.

—eoew

H@\é—%’
-|Il.j i -—_{-\
el ' I
Ay /{..— 5\ "‘ - H\".‘\‘ i
i) e i i : .__5‘\-_-'--:7'. -1 [

Il || L

f =
1 (i ‘Vq%
IN JULY 1980, SACHCHIPANAND il =

ORGANISED HIS FIRST ENVIRONMENTAL | ==~ = MANY WOMEN FARTICIFATED AND THEY FORMED
CAMP IN THE DUPHATOLI" AREA. i GROUPS CALLED MAHILA MANGAL PALS.

IN 1987, INPIA SLFFERED A MASSIVE
DPROUGHT. IT ALSO AFFECTED THE
FORESTS OF UTTARAKHAND.

AL THESE YEARS,

WE HAVE BEEN PLANTING
TREES AND CONSERVING
FORESTS, BUT WE NEVER
THOUGHT ABOUT WATER
CONSERVATION.

A FEW WEEKS LATER — |

I HAVE AN
IPEA THAT CAN HELFR
FROM NOW ON, LET US
CONSTRUCT JAL TALAIYAS** BY
PIGGING PITS ON THE SLOPES
50 THAT WATER SINKS INTO THE
GROUND. WE WILL PLANT TREES
AROUND THEM 50 THAT THE
WATER |5 RETAINED IN
THE GROUNT.

MW7 sacHCHIDANAND
Y 9 sE€ How THE
LW RAINWATER HAS
A\ COLLECTED IN OUR
AN _oaL TaLaivas.

WOULD EASILY
HOLD WATER
FOR 25 TO 30
DAYS EVEN IF
IT POESN'T

0 A

OVER THE NEXT PECAPE, 2,000 SULCH PITS WERE PUG. THE
MOVEMENT WAS KNOWN AS THE FPAANI RAKHO ANDOLAN™.

*A VILLAGE LOCATED IN THE PAURI GARHWAL DISTRICT OF LUTTARAKHANE **WATER PITS
A MOLINTAIN RANGE RUNNING Z5KM ACROSS LTTARAKHAND, “SAVE WATER MOVEMENT




MANN KI BAAT VOL.3

OVER THE YEARS, THEIR EFFORTS RESULTED IN HUGE SULUCCESS.

&7 THE SUKHA
RALILA* 15 FLOWING
ALL YEAR NOW!

|

-\__" -
e EARLIER IT
- USED TO SWELL UP
.. DURING THE RAINS

AND RUN DRY BY /
NOVEMBER.

THE VILLAGERS RENAMED THE SUKHA RALULA AS GAPGANGA, AFTER THEIR VILLAGE GAPKHARAK.

HAPPENING
THANKS TO THE
WATER PITS.

ALONG WITH THE JAL TALAIYAS, SACHCHIPANAND ALSO CONSTRUCTED HUNPREDS OF PONDS
AND CANALS IN THE MOUNTAINS TO CAPTURE MORE KAINWATER AND PRESERVE THE FORESTS.

qVY. we XV 7 f“ 7
~

CAN DRINK £
WATER FROM 4
THE sTREAMS | )
THROLGHOUT s €
THE YEAR
NOW.

FOR HI5 EFFORTS, SACHCHIPANAND HAS BEEN GIVEN MANY AWARDS, TODAY, THERE ARE 30,000 WATER
INCLUPING THE UTTARAKHAND GREEN AWART ZOT1, THE MAHATMA PITS IN 150 VILLAGES IN THE PALRI
GANDHI NATIONAL AWARD 2013, THE INDIRA GANDHI ENVIRONMENT GARHWAL HILLS. BT
AWARD ZO15, AMONG OTHERS. | ]
B . T Tt

- 7 ' : — SERVING THE

. *

ENVIRONMENT,
I FEEL LIKE MY

SACHCHIPANAND AND THE
VILLAGERS HAVE PLANTED
OVER 50 LAKH SAPLINGS IN
HO YEARS. HIS CREATION OF \

IN JUNE 2021, PM MOP| RECOGNISED SACHCHIPANAND
BHARTI AND HIS EFFORTS IN HIS MANN KI BAAT PROGKAMME.

WATER PITS HAS PREVENTED
FOREST FIRES IN THE REGION.

*pDRY RAVINE
26



KHYAMA

IT?

KARIBE*, HOW
VIV | PROP

SIKARI TISSO

HA HA! T SAID

IT'S GREAT
THAT YOU SPEAK IN
YOUR MOTHER TONGUE! FIVE
INPIAN LANGUAGES ARE LOST
AND 197 ENDVANGERED. WE
NEEV TO PRESERVE THEM
LIKE SIKARI TI550, WHO 15
WORKING TO SAVE HIS
KARBI| LANGUAGE.

MOTHER TONGUE!
IT JUsST CAME
ourT.

IT WAS THE YEAR Z000. SIKARI TI550, AN EMPLOYEE OF THE FISHERY PEPARTMENT OF ASSAM,
WAS TAKING AN EVENING WALK THROUGH HIS VILLAGE, LONGIONSARPO IN KAR8! ANGLONG”.

e KARDOM**,
’ SIKARI, COME
OVER HERE. I
HAVE SOMETHING
IMPORTANT TO :
TELL YOU. .

Y e &
KARDOM, Noo ol
UNCLE. WHAT'S ) 0 =110
THE MATTER?

i i)

e

ITs
GOING TO
RAIN! WHAT
FUN!

Far
i

wf

LOOK, THEY ARE SPEAKING
ENGLISH. THEY HARDLY SPEAK
KARBI ANYMORE. WE HAVE TO
PO SOMETHING TO PRESERVE

OUR LANGUAGE.

WHAT &
DO You ’_/L}J
SLUGGEST NG

WE PO?

A

= A

2= M
/- 2
i &

*PARDPON ME, IN OPIA
ONE OF THE LARGEST PISTRICTS IN AS5AM

/ CAN YOU WRITE DOWN \ |
A LIST OF WORDS IN
NATIVE KARBI ALONG

WITH THEIR MEANINGS?
I WILL HELP

EVERY EVENING, SIKAR!I PILIGENTLY ‘
WORKED ON THE LI5T. ;

*¥GREETING IN KAR8! LANGLIAGE
27



ONE EVENING —

I KNOW A FEW

MANN KI BAAT VOL.3

LULLABIES MY it

HEHE _ FANTASTIC! -

GRANDMOTHER USED | | LULLABIES HAVE AN B »
TO 5ING. WOULD You P IMPORTANT PLACE | i
LIKE TO WRITE THEM ol IN ALL CULTURES. IF
POWN TOO? YOouU WILL 5ING, I CAN — 1l
RECORD THEM.
J =
THE LADY AGREED AND SIKAR| STARTED RECORDING THE LULLABIES. 3 :
SOON —
I HEAR YOU ARE
CREATING VIPEOS ON = 23 )
KARB! CULTURE. MY Wi =5z 2= m i OF COURSE!
FRIEND HERE 15 AN !

'\ EXPERT IN KARBI FOLK
- F\ SONGS AND STORIES.
CAN HE HELP?

v

-

g

Tt =

FEEEpml

SIKARI COMPILED AN ENGAGING COLLECTION OF KARB! SONGS
AND STORIES THAT HE SHARED WITH THE COMMUNITY.

1 SONGS ANV STORIES
5 WILL CREATE AN

| INTEREST IN THE
T LANGUAGE AMONG
CHILVREN.

TO GATHER MORE INFORMATION ON KARSBI,
SIKARI TRAVELLED TO VARIOUS PLACES IN
ASSAM AND MEGHALAYA. ON HIS RETURN —

THE WAY PEOPLE
SPEAK THE SAME

LANGUAGE CHANGES WHY
WITH WHERE THEY PON'T WE MAKE
LIVE. WILL THEY IT A BILINGUAL

UNDERSTAND
OUR KARBI
PDICTIONARY?

PICTIONARY WITH
MEANINGS IN BOTH
KARBI AND ENGLISH?

ALSO INCLUPDE
THE PIFFERENT
VARIATIONS OF
KARB!I WORDS /.

SIKARI AND THE VILLAGE ELPER BEGAN WORK
ON THE DICTIONARY. A FEW MONTHS LATER — AR

Goov
EVENING,
UNCLE 5IKARI! Irét‘géks
WHAT ARE YOU S | \\DoRTaNT NO, IT'5 ALL
DOING? LET'S 60 RIGHT. I'M SAVING
 PLAY. 5] OUR KARBI LANGUAGE
s, el [ BY WRITING TOWN

=g EVERY WORT. IF WE
7z DON'T LOOK AFTER
L IT, IT MIGHT
i DISAPPEAR.

28




SIKARI TISSO :,

WE WANT
TO HELP TOO.

YOU CAN LEARN

WHAT CAN TO SPEAK KARBI AND FINALLY,
TEACH OTHERS AS WELL. THE DAY I'VE
TOGETHER, WE'LL KEEP BEEN WAITING

OLIR LANGLIAGE ALIVE. FOR.

OVER THE YEARS, SIKARI'S WORK BECAME RECOGNISED THROUGHOUT ik - - %
THE STATE. ONE DAY, HE WAS INVITED TO A NEARBY SCHOOL.

" E‘;‘é“‘% Z'EPT '3 ~ 7 I WILL DO THAT BUT I AM =
- o FIRST GOING TO TEACH YOU ALL A
INT! KES; IN L RHYME FROM MY BOOK, KLIMSO*. ;,__
ARBI. sy B REPEAT AFTER ME — 'KLIMSO, 1
- i KLIM50, KLIMSO KARBI RHYMES |
B TO MAKE YOU GLOW! |
& /i == 7] \\ s i | ; .
~ ?'. : r |
: - = P YR ; : :
-/ LY 45 o = . -' ’-
= & i R / =
. N

THE CHILPREN LEARNT THE KARB! RHYMES WITH PELIGHT.

IN 2021, SIKARI RETIRED FROM A FEW PAYS LATER — |
HIS JOB. THAT NIGHT — WE HAVE A

1||: "!" SPECIAL INVITATION

FOR YOU FROM THE

INDIGENOUS TRIBAL
‘5“‘0’;”:‘(2 6‘2?"3,,”“‘ YOU TO BE THE
‘ CHIEF EDITOR OF
A MULTILINGLIAL
DICTIONARY

PROJECT. IT

NOW I CAN
PVEVOTE MORE
TIME TO MY DPREAM OF
PRESERVING OUR NATIVE

LANGUAGE. THIS 15 THE
SOLE PURPOSE -

IAM
HONOURET.
LANGUAGES ARE

PROTECT THEM TO
THE BEST OF MY ‘

IN HIS RADPIO PROGRAMME, MANN KI BAAT, PM mMor|
PRAISED SIKARI TI550 FOR PRESERVING HIS CULTURE
AND KEEPING IT ALIVE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

*CHILDREN IN KARB! LANGLIAGE A GROULP OF PEOPLE WORKING ON
29 PRESERVING TRIBAL LANGLAGES IN ASSAM




THIS
WAS THE BEST
SPECIAL CLASS

THE ‘BEST OUT OF WASTE’ WORKSHOP; I
PIDN'T EVEN KNOW IT WAS POSSIBLE TO CREATE
S0 MANY THINGS FROM WASTE MATERIAL.

OUR S5CHOOL HAS

EVER ARRANGEV

FOR U5. © 3 —¢-
}
- \ R
[ﬁ 2 : -
A’uﬁg /L Z

=

WHEN NAIR SIR CAME INTO CLASS —

SIR, LOOK AT THIS COCONUT
SHELL CUP I PAINTET.

| THESE ARE

REMINDS ME OF

WHEN HE WAS IN CLASS EIGHT, PM. MURLGESAN
FROM MELAKKAL VILLAGE IN MAPURAI, HAD TO PROP

ANOTHER CREATIVE
PERSON CALLED
MURUGESAN, WHO
MAPE A RANGE OF
HAND-CRAFTED
PRODUCTS LIKE
BOXES AND
LAMPSHADES FROM
VISCARVED BANANA
FIBRE. LET ME TELL

AND THIS
PEN HOLVER
I MAPVE FROM
OLD BANGLES. 4

OUT OF SCHOOL TO WORK ON HIS FAMILY'S FARM.

THEY WERE
FAMILY MEMBERS HAD TO WORK ON
THE FARM TO MAKE ENDS MEET.

; THIS BOY
HAS NO STAMINA.

HE’S NOT GOING
TO BE OF MUCH
HELP TO US.

GROWING LR MURLGESAN WAS NOT THE

MURLHGESAN WAS NOT CONVINCETD. I

BEST FARMER BUT HE HAD A SHARF
MIND AND WATCHED ALL THE FARMING
ACTIVITIES WITH INTEREST. IN 2009,
WHEN HE WAS H1 YEARS OLD —

WE USE EVERY
PART OF THE BANANA
PLANT, EVEN EAT THE
INNER STEM, BUT WE
BURN THE OUTER STEM.
WHY CAN'T WE USE
%) THAT TOO?

IFIT
WAS LUSEFUL,

SOMEONE WoulLp
HAVE THOUGHT OF
IT LONG AGO.

THE SHEATH OF
THE STEM HAS 50

MANY LAYERS...IF WE
SEPARATE THEM AND
STRIP THEM...

HMMM....




P. M. MURUGESAN

ONE DAY —

THIS IS5 A
SPINNING MACHINE
THAT HELPS MAKE
ROPE FROM COCONUT
HUSK. I'M TRYING TO
SEE IF WE CAN MAKE
ROPE FROM BANANA
STRIPS WITH

THAT PIP NOT WORK BUT MURLGESAN
WAS NOW ON A PATH OF INNOVATION.
AFTER MUCH TRIAL AND ERROR —

B

IvpIT!
WITH THIS NEW
MACHINE, WE
CAN SPIN ROPE
FROM BANANA

MURLUGESAN HAD APAPTED THE COCONUT
MACHINE TO SUIT THE BANANA PLANT!

WITH A BICYCLE WHEEL AND PULLEYS, MURLGESAN
WAS ABLE TO SPIN THE BANANA FIBRE INTO ROFPE.

ROPE —
FROM BANANAS!
IT WILL BREAK.

WHO 15 GOING TO
BUY THIS?

WHAT IF WE BRAID
THEM TOGETHER? THAT
SHOULDY MAKE THEM
STRONGER.

&

THE HUSBAND AND WIFE WORKED TOGETHER TO
BRAID THE STRANDS AND STARTED PROPUCING
STRONGER ROFPE FROM BANANA STEM.

BUT IT WAS STILL NOT AS STRONG AS
OTHER ROFPE%S IN THE MARKET, 50 NO ONE
WANTED IT. IT LOOKED LIKE MURUGESAN'S
EFFORT HADV BEEN WASTELD. BUT —

IS e

7,

I AmM NOT
GOING TO GIVE
UR LET'S TRY AND
MAKE SOMETHING
FROM THIS.

BAGS, BASKETS, FLOOR MAT5...THE COUPLE FOLUND THAT
THEY COULD MAKE MANY THINGS WITH THEIR ROPE.
B3 v
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SOON, MURLGESAN SET LIP A COMPANY CALLED M.%. ROPE PROPUCTION CENTRE. HIS SMALL
TWO-PERSON UNIT GREW TO TEN. BUT, MAKING THE ROPE WAS A VER

Y TIME-CONSUMING PROCESS.

- =i

= ~
i ALL OF U5 WORK ALL DAY “”
BUT HARDLY PRODUCE ANYTHING.
INSTEAD OF OPERATING THE
MACHINE BY HAND, WHAT IF I
ATTACH A MOTOR TO IT?

THIS WAS A SLICCESS. THE PROCESS BECAME MUCH
FASTER AND MURUGESAN PATENTED HIS IPEA. THEN, IN
2016, HE MAPE A NEW MACHINE WHICH COULD MAKE

SIX ROLLS OF ROPE INSTEAD OF ONE. |—

NOW WE
ARE MAKING
25,000 METRES
OF ROPE! EARLIER
WE COULD ONLY
MAKE 2,500!

WE HAVE
GIVEN JOBS TO
50 MANY WOMEN.
THAT MAKES ME
VERY HAPPY.

Vi d /
SOON, MORE THAN 350 WOMEN
WERE INVOLVED IN THE PROCES%S.

THE VERY NEXT YEAR, MURULUGESAN PESIGNED AN
AUTOMATIC MACHINE THAT COULD MAKE THE ROPE
AND ALSO TWINE IT. HE ALS0 STARTED MAKING MORE

PROPUCTS AND WAS SOON EXPORTING THEM.

THE CLIENT

15 ASKING ME
O C) WHAT PRICE I WANT
TO SELL MY PROVUCTS

AT! NOBODY ASKS A

FARMER FOR HIS PRICE,
WE ARE JUST GIVEN
SOME MONEY FOR
OUR PROPDUCE.

MURLGESAN'S PROPUCTS ARE BIOPEGKAPABLE AND AN ECONOMICAL ALTERNATIVE TO PLASTIC.
HE HAS WON SEVERAL NATIONAL AND STATE AWARDS FOR HIS AGRO-INNOVATION. HE NOW TRAINS
PEOPLE IN THIS PROCESS AND ALS0O MANUFACTURES HIS MACHINES FOR THE GOVERNMENT.

T “t 0

IN 2021, PM MODI AlLSO PRAISED HIM ON MANN K| BAAT FOR TURNING WASTE
INTO WEALTH AND PAVING THE WAY FOR APPITIONAL INCOME FOR FARMERS.

32






MANN KI BAAT

VOL.3

The third volume of Mann ki Baat shines a spotlight on citizens from different
walks of life who are doing their bit to improve the lives of people around
them.

When Covid-19 struck and the people who lived on the lakes of Srinagar
were falling sick, Tariq Ahmad Patloo built a boat ambulance to ferry them
ashore to hospitals.

Mon Shugu is a 1,000-year-old tribal art of making paper and it was dying
out. Maling Gombu of Arunachal Pradesh was the man to spearhead its
revival and give employment to dozens of people.

Have you heard of watermelons growing at 14,000 feet above sea level2
Urgain Phuntsog, an innovative farmer from Ladakh, has done that and more.

Taken from Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s popular radio programme, these
are the stories of ordinary people who have done extraordinary things.
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